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On Cctober 23, 1996, the CRBSCF net at Pal m Desert, California
(Attachnment 1). Earlier in the week, the Forum s Wrkgroup and
Federal Advisory Council also net. Lee Barkow and Eric Janes
participated in these neetings. Doug Ronoli of the California
Desert District attended the Advisory Council and the Cctober 22
Forum Tour. This IB sunmarizes these neetings and ot her recent
devel opnent s.

The BLM FY 96 acconplishments were presented to the Advisory
Council, and a program update report was given to the Forum The
Forum s Workgroup was briefed on the fundanental s of rangel and
heal t h, standards, and guidelines in relation to water quality

i mprovemnent .

Positive comments were received on BLM s actions to reduce salt

| oading. During the Wbrkgroup and Advi sory Council neetings,

t he Col orado Water Conservation Board, the Arizona Departnent of
Wat er Resources, and Jack Barnett all noted that the Basin States
appreciate the BLMs efforts in 1996 to inprove the
accountability and tracking of salt-I|oad-reducing actions and
expenditures in all prograns. They encouraged the BLMto work to
refine these data.

The Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) programis changing, as noted in
earlier correspondence. The July 1995 passage of Public Law
104- 20, which anmends the Col orado River Basin Salinity Control
Act, has shifted the BOR program from bei ng dependent upon

proj ect-specific Congressional authorization (1973-95) to a new
basi nwi de programrel ying on existing BOR procurenment authority
and a "Request for Proposals"” process (to the private and public



sectors). Proposals are ranked, based on $/ton of salt renpva
effectiveness and risk factors, by representatives of the Federal
Governnent and the Basin States. The contract officer may award
a contract or issue a grant or construction cooperative

agr eenent .

The BOR Regional Ofice in Salt Lake Gty is presently
negotiating final-agreenent terns with the five highest ranked
proj ect proponents for the FY 97 $5.5 m|lion Congressional
appropriation. These projects are (1) the Hammond Irrigation
District Project in Farmngton; (2) the Castle Valley-Cottonwood
Creek proposal in the Price-San Rafael Rivers area of U ah;

(3) the Ferron Watershed Proposal on Ferron Creek in the vicinity
of Ferron, Uah; (4) the Wellington Proposal, which is in the
Price River drainage just downstreamfromthe city of Price,

U ah; and (5) the Navajo Saline Wells Proposal on the Navajo
Reservation. The BOR allowed their cooperative agreenent with
Agua- Chem (d enwood- Dot sero Unit) to expire |ast June.

Al t hough any salinity reduction proposal can be eval uated under
BOR s ranki ng procedures, some proposals recomended for

i npl enentation m ght not be funded by BOR if they fall within the
bounds of sone other agency’s authorities. For exanple, we in
the BLM are responsi ble for reducing salt |oading from saline
rangel ands under our jurisdiction, as authorized by P.L. 98-569.
The U.S. Departnent of Agriculture is responsible for rangel and
and on-farmirrigation inprovenents on private |ands (through
salinity control neasures). And the EPA is working with the
Basin States to adm nister a pollution discharge permtting
programthat sets point discharge standards for salinity and
provi des financial assistance for publicly owned treatnent worKks.

Fol  owi ng two regi onal public nmeetings on the 1996 Review (held
this fall in Phoenix and Salt Lake City), the Forunmi s Workgroup
met and prepared a supplenmental report to the Review, addressing,
in particular, concerns of the Inperial Irrigation District

(I1''D)y, Inmperial, California. The IID letter (Attachnent 2) and
public statenment in Phoeni x urged an acceleration of salinity
controls based on the belief that, w thout the favorable above-
average flows of the past decade, the salinity of the river would
exceed the numeric criteria at Inperial Dam The 11D has al so
requested that the Forum agai n consi der weat her nodification as
an option to reduce salinity concentrations in runoff. The Forum
has been urged by the IIDto work with the BOR to update the
estimtes of econom c damages to the Lower Basin, including |ower
crop yields, increased water use needed to obtain a soil-salt

bal ance, and strict drain water quality requirenents. The

previ ous estimtes of $700 nmillion annual damages are expected to
exceed $1 billion by 2015 if further control measures are not

i mpl enent ed.



I f you have any questions or desire additional

contact Eric Janes at(303) 236-0147.

2 Attachnents
1 - Forum Agenda (2 pp)

2 - 11D Letter (2 pp)
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